August 1, 2008

We can send the American people a
new economic stimulus bill to help
families make ends meet and strength-
en an economy that has now lost jobs
every month this year.

We can pass the Defense authoriza-
tion bill that provides our military
with the funds they need to keep our
country safe. It takes care of those who
serve us bravely with an across-the-
board 3.9-percent military pay raise
and major investments in the physical
safety and mental health of our troops,
not the least of which is attempting to
rebuild the military which is in a state
of distress because of the Iraq war.

We can pass a Military Construction/
Veterans Affairs appropriations bill to
maintain and upgrade military facili-
ties, build better military family hous-
ing, and ensure the care our veterans
deserve.

We can pass a Defense appropriations
bill to keep our Armed Forces prepared
for combat and peacetime missions, re-
lieve the strain of constant 12- and now
15-month deployments, and support
highly classified initiatives in the fight
against terrorism.

With the Presidential election draw-
ing near, our time will be short. But
with new cooperation from our Repub-
lican colleagues, we can do all this—
and pass several other important bipar-
tisan bills already passed by the House
of Representatives.

So I wish all my colleagues well in
their August travels. I know we are all
weary from the long, difficult work pe-
riod.

I also know the fights that await our
return won’t be easy. I hope a month
back home will give our Republican
colleagues a new appreciation for how
America needs badly the changes they
have blocked.

Our hands remain outstretched. Our
eagerness to seek common ground re-
mains as strong as ever. We will fight
if we must, but we would much rather
dance.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE). The clerk will call the
roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. RES. 624

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate record
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reflect the Senate adoption of Calendar
No. 924, S. Res. 624, as reported by com-
mittee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CROSSING OF THE NORTH POLE
BY THE USS “NAUTILUS”

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise
today, joined by my colleagues Sen-
ators LIEBERMAN, REED, and

WHITEHOUSE, to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of a momentous occasion in our
Nation’s maritime history, an occasion
that truly launched the American
Navy into the Nuclear Age. On August
3, 1958, the USS Nautilus, the world’s
first nuclear powered submarine, be-
came the first vessel to travel under
the North Pole. The intrepid crewmen
of the Nautilus received a Presidential
Unit Citation for their service, and Op-
eration Sunshine, as it was called, pro-
vided a powerful boost to American
morale following the Soviet launch of
Sputnik. Today, we mark this impor-
tant milestone with a resolution hon-
oring the Nautilus’s historic feat.

The USS Nautilus’s Arctic voyage
was a remarkable feat of American
naval engineering, demonstrating the
evolution of submarines from slow un-
derwater ships to warships that could
submerge for many weeks and travel
through varied depths and conditions,
maintaining travel speeds of 20-25
knots. Submarines, as was proven that
day, would pursue unconventional
courses to achieve incredible results, in
this case, traveling a much shorter dis-
tance than was thought possible, to
reach strategically important destina-
tions on the other side of the globe.

But most important, it marked a
major milestone for our nuclear Navy,
which would lead to other develop-
ments, such as submarines powered by
single pressurized water reactors, and
an aircraft carrier, USS Enterprise,
powered by eight reactor units in 1960.

While the Nautilus’s successful voy-
age was an inspiration to all America,
it serves a particularly important
point of pride to our submariners, as
well as the engineers and shipbuilders
of the Electric Boat Division of Gen-
eral Dynamics, who have built our Na-
tion’s nuclear submarines in Con-
necticut for more than four decades. As
a young boy, I attended the launch of
the USS Nautilus in Groton, CT; and
had the honor to witness my late
mother christening the USS Stimson.
My first cousin, Bill McAree, was one
of the chosen few to serve in the nu-
clear submarine force under Admiral
Rickover, and for 34 years, I have had
the distinct pleasure of representing
the home State of our Nation’s premier
undersea warfare facilities, including
Naval Submarine Base New London.

As we commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of this important voyage, we
must also look forward to the future of
American naval power. As nations
around the world continue to enlarge
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their own submarine fleets, the U.S.
ability to travel freely and swiftly be-
neath the waves represents a critically
important component of U.S. seapower.
Today, our submarine fleet is contrib-
uting invaluable surveillance and re-
connaissance to our warfighters, and
providing an important platform for
operations in what the Navy calls ‘‘the
littorals,”” or coastal areas. Our mili-
tary has no more stealthy means for
delivering power than the submarine,
carrying Navy SEAL teams to enemy
territory undetected, or traveling to
specific locations to launch cruise mis-
siles. Submarines are not merely weap-
ons of war, they are tools of statecraft,
providing critical intelligence to pol-
icymakers and serving as a critical de-
terrent to promote stability through-
out the globe. And it is submarines’
demonstrated ability to traverse the
world undetected, at any point in the
ocean, even the North Pole, that makes
the work of our silent service, our sub-
mariners, so critically important to
our national security.

As we look back on the first 50 years
of America’s nuclear submarine pro-
gram, the United States must be ready
to continue the great legacy of the
JOISIN) Nautilus, its crewmen,
shipwrights, and designers, and remain
in the forefront of submarine develop-
ment.

————
COSPONSORSHIP—S. 3406

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, through
an oversight of our two offices we ne-
glected to add Senator DOLE as an
original cosponsor to this act when we
introduced it last night. Senator DOLE
is a leader on disability issues and
should be commended for her and her
husband’s commitment to individuals
with disabilities.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I want
to apologize to the Senator from North
Carolina for this oversight. Our legisla-
tion, S. 3406, enjoys broad support
among advocates for individuals with
disabilities, and I want everyone in
that community to know that Senator
DOLE intended to be an original co-
sponsor of this measure. We look for-
ward to working closely with her and
the rest of our colleagues to pass this
measure when the Senate reconvenes
in September.

————

RETIREMENT OF GENERAL
RICHARD A. CODY

Mr. LEAHY. I rise to commend GEN
Richard A. Cody, the Vice Chief of
Staff of the Army, on his retirement.
General Cody is one of the Nation’s fin-
est military officers, and, with a career
that spans over 36 years in the Army,
he leaves behind a stronger, more expe-
rienced, and more professional fighting
force. Vermont is proud to call General
Cody a native, and there is little doubt
that his time growing up in our State
capital, Montpelier, instilled in him a
deep sense of loyalty and public serv-
ice.
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